E4H Environments for Health Architecture begins $12.5
million renovation of Newport Hospital emergency
department
August 10, 2018 - Rhode Island

Newport, RI Newport Hospital, a member of the Lifespan health system, broke ground on a
$12.5 million project that will transform the hospital’s emergency department, nearly doubling
its treatment and exam rooms and providing new, specialized space to serve behavioral health
patients.
Designed by E4H Environments for Health Architecture, an architecture firm focused
exclusively on the healthcare industry, the five-phase renovation/expansion is slated for
completion in September 2019. The existing ED will remain operational throughout
construction.
Once complete, Newport Hospital’s 21,000 s/f renovated emergency department will provide
29 total treatment areas, an increase from 17 currently. The project will also add relevant
support space, including a Rapid Treatment area consisting of six exam rooms, a Clinical
Decision Unit consisting of four 23-hour stay rooms, and a behavioral health pod with four
treatment rooms separate from the general ED population to ensure an appropriate
environment for patients experiencing behavioral health issues. The new emergency
department will also offer three triage spaces for arriving patients, compared to one currently.
Overall, the project involves renovating 11,000 s/f of existing ED space, converting 6,000 s/f
from adjacent outpatient and administrative areas to ED use, and creating new interior finishes
for another existing 4,000 s/f.
“Newport Hospital’s vision has been not only to increase emergency department space, but
make it function more efficiently and effectively for patients, physicians, nurses, and support

staff,” said Chris Anglese, LEED AP, associate at E4H.
“This transformative project is an investment in the health and safety of our community,
allowing us to keep pace with the significant changes in health care and the evolving needs of
our patients for years to come,” said Crista Durand, president of Newport Hospital.
Each treatment space is being designed and appointed similarly to maximize operational
flexibility.
Some of the other key features of Newport Hospital’s renovated ED include:
• An open reception desk and waiting area
• A separate new lounge and waiting area for patients and their families receiving clinical
results, to improve utilization of exam rooms and reduce patient wait times
• An expanded staff lounge and staff conference room and larger, modernized medication
room
• Upgraded finishes at administrative support areas
• Energy-efficient, high-performance LED lighting with dimming controls for occupants.
Through an Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) approach, E4H and Newport Hospital are
collaborating with general contractor Suffolk Construction and engineering consultants BR+A
Engineers to optimize the project’s design and outcome and maximize cost efficiencies in
design, construction, and future operations.
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