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Two Nashua schools now powered by solar as the city
continues its clean energy transition - Fairgrounds Middle
School and Dr. Crisp Elementary School

January 08, 2021 - Northern New England

Nashua, NH The city is continuing its transition to 100% clean energy with two new solar arrays
recently installed atop two of its public schools. A 1,760-panel array on the roof of Fairgrounds
Middle School and a 534-panel array on the roof of Dr. Crisp Elementary School were completed at
no cost to taxpayers by ReVision Energy, a local employee-owned benefit corp. They are the first
public schools in New Hampshire to meet 100% of their annual electricity needs from solar,
according to ReVision Energy.

Mayor Jim Donchess, School District COO Dan Donovan, principal Cherrie Fulton, and other city
officials unveiled the solar arrays at a socially-distanced ribbon cutting ceremony at Dr. Crisp
Elementary School and flipped the switch to turn the solar on.

“These solar arrays on Dr. Crisp and Fairgrounds not only strengthen Nashua’s commitment to a
sustainable energy future, but also present an opportunity for students to learn about clean energy,”
said mayor Donchess. “ReVision Energy has been Nashua’s partner for several city solar projects
and we’re proud to continue that partnership on this project. We look forward to more to come.”

The 660-kilowatt solar array at Fairgrounds Middle School is expected to produce almost 760,000
kilowatt-hours of clean energy annually, well more than the total annual electricity consumption of
the school. Excess energy generation will be shared with neighborhood homes while providing
revenue to the city.

The smaller 200-kilowatt array at Dr. Crisp Elementary School is expected to produce 227,000
kilowatt-hours of clean energy every year, also more than the school’'s annual consumption. Taken
together, the two school arrays will offset roughly 1 million pounds of carbon pollution, the equivalent
of planting over 10,000 trees.

“ReVision Energy is inspired by the City of Nashua’'s commitment to fighting climate change and
leading the clean energy transition on behalf of current and future generations,” said Dan Weeks,
ReVision's Director of Market Development and a Nashua resident. “As an employee-owned solar
company focused on environmental justice, we are honored to partner with cities and schools,
businesses and nonprofits throughout New Hampshire that are following Nashua’s lead in cutting



costs and carbon pollution.”

The solar projects are being financed ReVision Energy’s local mission-driven impact investors at no
cost to the City, with immediate savings provided through a power purchase agreement. After five
years, the City may choose to buy the arrays at a substantial discount off the initial cost in order to
establish a “clean energy endowment” and realize net savings in excess of $1.5 million over the
25-year warranty period. The expected commercial lifespan is 40+ years with projected savings in
excess of $4.5 million.

Prior to the two school projects, the City of Nashua partnered with ReVision Energy to install solar
on the roofs of Lake Street Fire Station, the Nashua Transit Garage, and the Conway Arena after a
competitive bidding process. The Board of Education also recently voted to continue adding solar to
the Pennichuck Middle School in 2021 and New Middle School in 2022, making Nashua a leader in
sustainability among New Hampshire municipalities.
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