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REFA's mission is to bring together the best people, knowledge, and experience to provide
informative programs and networking opportunities for all of those involved in the real estate finance
industry. Part of accomplishing that mission is bringing in top industry leaders with a wealth of
knowledge and expertise to share their thoughts on a given topic. Not only does this create an
excellent educational experience, but it also provides members of the REFA community with the
opportunity to network and interact with these leaders.
REFA holds two specific types of programs throughout the year to give their members high-level,
intimate networking - the Industry Leaders Series and the Emerging Leaders Series. Both series are
similar in that they feature one speaker as the focus of the program, but differ in terms of the content
of the program and the targeted audience. The Industry Leaders Series is intended for members of
the REFA community from every stage in their careers to come together and hear what an industry
leader has to say on a particular timely, topical subject. The Emerging Leaders Series is intended for
a small group of young professionals to network and hear from an industry leader who speaks about
his or her career path in a casual and interactive format. 
In the month of November, REFA will be holding both an Industry Leaders Series and an Emerging
Leaders Series program. On November 19th, Thomas DeSimone, a partner at WS Development,
will speak about the retail market at the Industry Leaders Series at Brown Rudnick LLP. On
November 21st, Andrew Hoar, president and co-managing partner at CBRE | New England will
reflect on his career and how he got his start at the Emerging Leaders Series at the CRBE | New
England headquarters.
The holiday season is fast approaching! Come celebrate with REFA at their 3rd Annual Holiday
Happy Hour on December 10th at Julep Bar. The event, which is hosted by the REFA Emerging
Leaders, doubles as both a networking event and a charity toy drive for the Home for Little
Wanderers.
For more information about REFA and upcoming events, please visit our website at www.REFA.org.

New England Real Estate Journal - 17 Accord Park Drive #207, Norwell MA 02061 - (781) 878-4540


