gﬁaﬁs@ﬁl l‘ I 6'

Founder's Message: Casinos
December 27, 2013 - Front Section

A few years ago | wrote a message about the positive values of casinos. If you've ever been to one
you know that they are very clean, entertaining, and people dress up, spend money and have fun. In
the 1930s Nevada legalized gambling, and for many many years had no state tax or real estate
taxes. Smart move by them. And if you ever visited Las Vegas you would have found a very clean
and entertaining city. Crime? Probably a lot less than most cities. Today the biggest gambling
activity in the country is the lotteries. States make a lot of money on the lotteries and don't have to
build special buildings where people can gamble. Over the past twenty or so years many race tracks
have been losing attendance because of a lot of reasons - none of them really negative. Remember,
horseracing is the sport of kings. Many race tracks around the country were allowed to install slot
machines and that action turned the business entirely around helping those tracks to not only
survive but become what we call racinos. Race tracks employ a lot of people and | don't think this
country wants to help put companies like that out of business. That now brings us to Boston and
Suffolk Downs, a race track that has been in business since the early thirties. It is located on a
MBTA line and a major highway only a few miles from downtown Boston, one of the greatest sports
cities in the country. Why didn't they install slot machines ten years ago? Why don't they have a
casino there right now? | can't answer, but common sense would say that they should, and we all
know that common sense was outlawed many years ago, especially in political circles. Those who
fight casinos and gambling are ignorant to the facts. Casinos don't promote more crime, and if you
ever attended one you felt very safe just by the way the people dressed. People who vote against
casinos are told that gambling is addictive. So is coffee, cigarettes and Pepsi. But more addictive
are the lotteries that return very small prizes, and states promote lotteries every day. Catholic
churches have been playing bingo for as far back as | recall. Is bingo addictive? The truth is that
there is nothing wrong with gambling and nothing wrong with race tracks and nothing wrong with
casinos. Probably the best reason for having a casino ten or twenty, or even seventy years ago is
that it creates jobs and helps pay a state's bills. The last time | visited Foxwoods in Connecticut |
noticed that at least half of the cars in the parking lot had Massachusetts plates. What did that tell
me? And hey New Hampshire, what the heck are you doing with once beautiful Rockingham Park?
Come on guys, get with the program. If Suffolk Downs doesn't get the OK to build a Casino on their
own property, Massachusetts residents should be ashamed of our state leaders.
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