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Parkside Commons, developed and managed by John M. Corcoran and Company at 100 Stockton
St., is the largest rental community north of Boston to adopt green construction principles. The
eco-friendly apartment community, which opened to its first residents on April 1, is part of a growing
worldwide trend toward buildings that feature energy efficiency, clean indoor air quality, water
conservation, maximum natural light, and recycled materials. In addition, Parkside Commons will be
a 100% smoke free community further controlling indoor air quality and promoting healthy living for
the residents.
Visitors to the community have indicated that Parkside's smoke free policy is one of the most
desirable features that drew them to the building. There are very few other communities in the metro
Boston area offering smoking restrictions.  Other features for Parkside Commons are its proximity to
Boston, a swimming pool and sundeck, an aerobic and cardiac fitness center, landscaped
courtyards and a Wi-fi library and community room.  Directly adjacent to the community will be a one
acre interactive park built on land donated to the city of Chelsea by John M. Corcoran and Co. This
park, to be built with funds raised from the state, grants and private donations, will provide Chelsea
with more green space.
Parkside's 238 studios, one, two and three bedroom apartments will qualify for "Green" certification
established by the U.S. Green Building Council through its Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System. To qualify for this certification, the property was
constructed with a combination of recycled and sustainable elements and finished with low VOC
paints, carpets and adhesives.  Apartment appliances and fixtures limit energy and water use.  Solar
panels erected on the building's roof will create electricity to be used in the building's common
areas.  The property will be maintained with green cleaning products and a comprehensive recycling
program.  
The developers found that construction material suppliers are beginning to produce green products
to meet the market demand and that the cost differential between traditional and green construction
is decreasing.  However, without some creative financing by its lenders and grants from the
Massachusetts Technology Collaborative for solar panels, the project would have been impossible.
Property managers at Parkside Commons will encourage all residents to be environmentally
conscious.  Included on the property's website, www.parksidecommonsapt.com, are suggestions on
ways that residents can contribute to sustainability in their every day lives.  In addition, John M.
Corcoran and Co. invited Chelsea school children to visit the property during construction to learn
about green building practices.  A video of a recent school field trip can be seen on YouTube as well
as on the Parkside website.  During the field trip, the children saw solar panels being erected on the
building roof.



According to the Commission for Environmental Cooperation, an organization created by Canada,
Mexico and the United States to address regional environmental concerns, commercial and
residential buildings in the U.S. consume roughly 65% of all electricity, as well as 12% of drinkable
water and 40% of all raw materials used in the country. Finding ways to lower the consumption of
these vital resources through green building is something that should be of concern to all. By
applying the principles of green building to Parkside Commons, John M. Corcoran & Co. has
committed to doing its part.
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