
GVA Williams handles 1,190 s/f lease for Benefit Cosmetics 
April 23, 2008 - Retail

GVA Williams of Conn. recently handled the signing of an 1,190 s/f lease at 18 Elm St. in downtown,
for Benefit Cosmetics. The San Francisco based retailer plans to open in June. The space was
formerly a woman's apparel shop. 
According to Ron Brien, the GVA broker, who represented the retailer, "New Canaan is the perfect
first landing for Benefit Cosmetics, and Elm St. is a great location in town for the beauty boutique." 
The site is adjacent to J. Crew and across the street from Ralph Lauren. Lisa Edwards, VP of
Benefit Cosmetics, said, "We've been looking at Fairfield County for several years. When we first
saw New Canaan we fell in love with Elm St.'s beauty and extraordinary charm. We're thrilled to
have found a location on Elm because the street features a collection of fine retail shops and
boutiques that attract the sophisticated shoppers of the town and its surroundings, including Bedford
and Pound Ridge, N.Y." 
Twin sisters, Jane and Jean Ford, created the unique San Francisco beauty boutique with a
whimsical candy store atmosphere in 1976. They successfully built Benefit Cosmetics into a global
beauty brand with over 1,000 counters in 25 countries. 
Benefit Cosmetics is a division of LVMH Group, a world leader in luxury goods with over 60 brands.
According to Ron Brien of GVA, "Over the next two years, Benefit Cosmetics plans to open
additional stores in such key markets as Manhattan, N.J., Long Island, Boston and Washington
D.C."
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