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MassDev. and ABNC launch Commonwealth Places campaign
May 11, 2018 - Front Section

Athol, MA MassDevelopment and the Athol Bird and Nature Club (ABNC) launched a new campaign
through Commonwealth Places, a collaborative initiative of MassDevelopment and the civic
crowdfunding platform Patronicity. For nearly two decades, members and friends of the ABNC have
transformed a historic schoolhouse into the Millers River Environmental Center, a vibrant space for
awareness of natural history, wildlife, land conservation and the human role in our future. ABNC will
use campaign funds to upgrade the accessibility of the building, improve signage, and reintroduce of
“Windows on Main,” which are panels that celebrate Athol's industrial development.

If the campaign reaches its crowdfunding goal of $10,000 by June 30 at midnight, the project will win
a matching grant with funds from MassDevelopment’'s Commonwealth Places program. Learn more
and donate at www.patronicity.com/EnvironmentalCenter.

“The Millers River Environmental Center project will highlight Athol's rich and varied industrial
history, while providing increased access for patrons to experience the transformation of this historic
schoolhouse,” said MassDevelopment president and CEO Lauren Liss.

“We're pleased to support this project, which will help more people learn about the area’s natural
history and enjoy new uses of this renovated building.”

“Excitement is building for the accessibility project at 100 Main Street,” said Dave Small of the Athol
Bird and Nature Club. “Together we can help us breathe life into this historic school and
environmental Center for all to enjoy.”

Commonwealth Places is a collaborative initiative from MassDevelopment and Patronicity that
leverages public support for placemaking projects through crowdfunding and a matching grant from
MassDevelopment. The program engages residents in the development of strategic projects in their
towns and cities. In June 2017, MassDevelopment announced $1 million in funding for the second
year of the program, which has supported successful campaigns across the Commonwealth, from
Northampton to Hyannis. Communities, nonprofits, and other entities can learn more about these
successful projects, donate to ongoing campaigns, and apply at
www.massdevelopment.com/commonwealthplaces.
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