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When it comes to architecture, Boston has no shortage of opinions.  The recent controversy over
the proposed design of the new Russia Wharf development on Boston's waterfront is a prime
example of how emotional and intense these debates can get, especially when dealing with
prominent locations.  But these debates are valuable.
One of the intriguing aspects to this subject seems to be that some believe that the architectural
history of Boston is unimportant and that using only new materials is the ultimate expression in
creating the new Boston.  Unfortunately, this mindset helps Boston become not the new Boston but
rather Houston or Phoenix.  An alternate method using the best of both worlds would be to consider
using materials that respect their surroundings but in new and exciting ways and blend them with
other materials to truly create the new Boston.
Look around at Boston's Downtown streets, our surrounding neighborhoods, places of worship,
historical sites, hospitals and universities that attract thousands of employees and visitors each year.
 These are the living examples of Boston's architectural history rooted in the strong tradition of brick
and stone.
Boston's DNA is rich with history and timeless architecture and its new buildings should have a
connection to the best parts of our past.  If we look back over hundreds of years, we see buildings in
our city that are not only landmarks, but are still functioning because of their masonry based designs
and materials.  Picture Boston in your mind and you think of places like Trinity Church, the Custom
House, Fenway Park, Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market. Important icons such as the State House, 
the Old South Meeting House, Old City Hall and the Public Library at Copley Square are still
functioning well today.  And some of our newer gems like Rowes Wharf with its arch and the
effective blending of brick and glass on the Moakley Courthouse creates a spectacular timeless
architectural effect on the waterfront. These are buildings that have and will continue to stand the
test of time and not look like the newest fad.
Compare these treasures to our more modern projects that tend to fall under the category of
"seemed like a good idea at the time".  In 1968, Boston City Hall was supposed to provide a grand
vision of our city when it was built.  Today, we are looking to leave it and start over on the waterfront.
 The Charles Hurley Building, which houses the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health and
many other state agencies, was also considered cutting edge at its inception, but today is not even
thought of in the same category as the projects above.
 Obviously, we should not turn the city into one big brick wall.  There are many dynamic architects
who have successfully incorporated masonry into contemporary projects with creative designs that
blend brick and stone with other materials, including glass, steel and concrete.   MIT's Stata Center
comes to mind.  In fact, masonry is still the system of choice on our college campuses such as MIT's



Brain & Cognitive Center, Boston University's Agganis Center, Harvard's One Western Ave and
recent additions to the Northeastern campus.  Universities know the importance of building with life
cycle costs in mind, as they will be responsible for energy costs and maintenance. 

Cost is not the issue.  Masonry is very competitive with all other building materials, both on an initial
cost basis as well as a life cycle cost basis, and is less expensive than glass.  In fact, from an
economic standpoint, masonry materials generate local jobs as brick and concrete block are
produced in Massachusetts and throughout New England.  Stone is quarried across our region as
well.  These same materials are put in place by the skilled hands of local craftsmen who live, work
and share in the vitality of our area.
To create a signature property that will look great years from now in a city like Boston requires
careful thought with an eye to our future without losing sight of our past: a careful analysis of what
works over time and what doesn't.  What is at issue is the look and feel of Boston in the future and
what we, as residents and workers, will be living with and looking at long after today's architectural
fads have disappeared.    If we care about the quality of our future, it would be wise of us to
remember our heritage, as well as the fact that, 265 years later, Faneuil Hall still looks great!
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