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What led you to your current profession? From an early age, I had an interest in the functional
aspects of architectural design, using critical thinking to solve problems. I was fortunate enough to
receive computer-aided design training in high school, which led me to briefly consider an
architecture program. I was accepted into the College of Engineering at Northeastern University and
decided to major in Civil Engineering. Through the cooperative learning program at NEU, I was
introduced to the niche world of building enclosure design and consulting and haven’t looked back. 

Who or what inspires you? Integrity, doing the right thing, and standing up for what you believe in,
especially when it runs contrary to personal benefit and/or popular opinion. I look to the best
examples in our society for inspiration: Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, Barack Obama. I strive to
make choices I can be proud of later in life. In my career, I am likely to revisit some of the projects
that have been completed in the last few years. Doing the right thing for our clients right now helps
our projects stand the test of time and makes life easier when it comes time to reevaluate. 

If your life were made into a movie, what actor would you want to portray you? Rami Malek. I think
his method approach to acting would be best suited to represent the nuances of my life. Besides,
he’s already played a character named Elliot in a TV series!

What advice can you offer to someone who is interested in a career in your industry? Get some
hands-on experience in construction, learn the science behind building materials through
engineering, and understand how different systems come together in design. Engineered
assemblies and details should be practical and efficient, and must consider constructability and
transitions to other systems. Understanding the sequence of work, the building science, and
potential conflicts will result in a better design.

How have your life experiences impacted who you are professionally? Interfacing between design
and construction teams is often a source of conflict that I used to approach by establishing strict
positions and rigid interpretations. While I believe in defending sound engineering principles and
uncompromising ethics, I’ve grown personally throughout my career to have a better understanding
and approach to the people, the issues, and differences of opinion that help to steer conversations
toward common solutions through the pursuit of clear facts and documentation. Conflicts still exist
on almost every project, but my experiences help me to acknowledge the role I also have to play in
stoking or smothering the fires. 
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