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Shown (from left) are: Robert Corley, Dave Kilnapp (NHS board member), Susan Mazzarella,
representative Jim Hawkins, lieutenant governor Kim Driscoll, and senator Paul Feeney.



 

Attleboro, MA NeighborWorks Housing Solutions partnered with several organizations to celebrate
the ribbon-cutting of the city’s first-ever adult emergency shelter and permanent supportive housing
development. Located at 150 Pleasant St., the development will offer an 18-bed adult emergency
shelter and 22 units of permanent supportive housing.

“Today we celebrate the culmination of many years of work on behalf of our most vulnerable,” said
Rob Corley, CEO of NeighborWorks Housing Solutions, noting that “support for projects like this
start right here at the local level and the city of Attleboro.”

The multi-year project was initially advocated by the Northern Bristol County Assistance
Collaborative (NBCAC). The agency partnered with NeighborWorks Housing Solutions (NHS) to
address the needs of those experiencing homelessness and establish permanent supportive
housing to provide a long-term solution to help end homelessness in the Attleboro community. 

 In addition to NBCAC, NeighborWorks Housing Solutions partnered with Catholic Social Services to
manage and operate the emergency shelter program; Father Bill’s & MainSpring to provide the
supportive services for the permanent housing program; BayCoast Bank, a regional community
bank that provided a generous grant for project planning and development; and representative Jim
Hawkins, 2nd Bristol District and his staff, who have actively advocated for the project and secured
multiple commitments of funding.

NHS was awarded $5 million in development subsidies from the Massachusetts Department of
Housing and Community Development. That, coupled with an additional award of state rental
subsidies and supportive services, represented the majority of the funds required for the
development. In addition, the project received a $2 million grant from Massachusetts Alliance for
Supportive Housing.

“This is an amazing project,” said Rep. Hawkins during the recent ribbon-cutting ceremony, pointing
to the challenges in seeing it to fruition. “It couldn’t be in a residential or retail neighborhood. It
couldn’t be on the side of a former factory. And we found this site – right across the street from
Bristol Community College, which has programs for the people that will be living here. It’s walking
distance to Sturdy Memorial Hospital, to health service, to The Literacy Center, to The Attleboro
Public Library, the YMCA, and it’s on public transportation – we did it!”

“I’m here to celebrate Community Attleboro, getting the job done for your neighbors and for your
city,” said lieutenant governor Kim Driscoll “ And that means you’re also getting the job for
Massachusetts. Congratulations on an amazing project.”

Also in attendance at the ceremony were: Chris McDermott, economic development director,
Attleboro; Chris Thompson, undersecretary of Housing Stabilization/Executive Office of Housing and



Livable Communities; Paul Feeney, MA senator, Bristol and Norfolk Counties; Susan Mazzarella,
CEO Catholic Charities Fall River; Steve Duplessie, president, Northern Bristol County Assistance
Collaborative; Joyce Tavon, CEO Massachusetts Alliance for Supportive Housing; and Roger
Herzog, executive director, Community Economic Development Assistance Corp. 
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