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Economic recession, high energy costs, rising unemployment, and wavering market confidence
have led to a business environment where cost reduction has become critical. While we all know
that there are many ways to reduce a firm's operating expenses, one of the quickest, most impactful,
most positive, and least invasive means is through completion of an energy-efficient lighting
upgrade. For instance, did you know....?
*A seemingly inconspicuous and often overlooked element within a building's infrastructure, lighting
actually accounts for as much as 30-40% of a typical commercial building's energy costs and can be
a primary source for significant cost savings in today's competitive market. 
*The nation's estimated 5 million commercial, industrial, and institutional buildings consume nearly
900 billion kilowatt-hours of energy and spend over $40 billion a year in electricity bills to operate
their lighting systems alone.
*The vast majority of the nation's 5 million commercial buildings were built 25 years ago or more and
experts estimate that well over half of these structures still contain outmoded lighting systems.
Energy-efficient lighting products readily available in the market today can routinely reduce these
facilities' lighting costs by 30-50% (delivering 2-3 year paybacks) and total facility expenditures by as
much as 20-25%.
Significant Savings Driven by a New Generation of Lighting Products 
Lighting technology has evolved tremendously over the past decade and has resulted in the broad
availability of a host of exciting, high-performing, and highly-efficient new lighting products. At the
commercial level, for example, efficient new T8 fluorescent lamp and electronic ballast systems can
reduce total system wattage by as much as 45% relative to the use of older, less efficient T12
fluorescent lighting systems driven by magnetic ballasts. Compact fluorescent bulbs, LEDs, and
lighting controls are also delivering outstanding performance and energy and cost savings to
companies nationwide. Overall, the market's range of high quality and green lighting options delivers
a more powerful package of efficiency and uncompromised performance than ever before.
The Time Is Now!
If you have ever questioned the impact that a lighting upgrade could have on your company's
bottom line, consider these facts:
*If your company's net income as a percentage of sales is 5%, saving $5,000 per year on energy
costs is the equivalent of an increase of $100,000 in top-line sales.
*A recent survey of hundreds of CFO's by the Energy Cost Savings Council found that the majority
was either "satisfied" or "very satisfied" with the results of lighting upgrades that they had managed
or overseen in their facilities. The upgrades they witnessed had overwhelmingly delivered the
energy and cost savings promised.



A wide network of utility professionals, qualified electrical distributors, and energy service companies
as well as a variety of government agencies and trade associations are available to assist with
upgrade projects. There has never been a better time to reduce your energy costs, improve your
facility's lighting quality and ambiance, enhance your property's valuation, and support the
environment....plus, as an added bonus, your qualifying upgrade may be eligible for additional tax
deduction opportunities recently extended through the federal 2005 Energy Policy Act. 
Don't wait to capitalize on the benefits that an energy-efficient lighting upgrade can offer your facility!
Susan Bloom is director of corporate communications for Philips Lighting & Advance.
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